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START OF NEW ACADEMIC YEAR

ALTA had the usual hectic start to the academic year with our lteracy
awareness campaign resulting in numerous calls and drop-ins at our offices.

Although this year registration of new students at hbranes was lower than
last veat, students continued to call and come in to wenues once the classes
had started. Since many ALTA wenues are now well establiched, some
students are choosing to go directly to the class rather than remster at the

libraty.

For most new students though, the hbranes continue to provide the wital link
to ALTA. Thanlkes again to the libraries - ALTA s long-standing pattner,

Mew students, continuing and returning students brought our mid-October
total in free community classes to 13200 With 275 active wvolunteer tutors
that @ves a healthy overall student-teacher ratio of 51, Students fall into
levels as follows:
i Beginners 127
F7e Level 1 444
| I{t‘glhll“l'i Level 2 597
Lewel 3 152

Owerall there are some 200 fewer students than at the same time last year,
with totals being comparable to 2005 It 13 worth noting that the reduced
tnbers are almost entirely at Beginner and Lewel 1, pethaps indicating that
ALTA’s 15-year effort has reached many Begimners and Lewel 1's interested
i improving thew literacy.

A clear trend this year was that classes i Port of Spain and environs filled
beyond capacity so we had to reassign tutors to NALIS, Woodbrook,
Belmont and Baratania. COn the other hand, classes m the East-West cornidor
remaitied small. Many of the students in the POS classes hve i the East, but
they say the increaszed traffic from their POS workplaces makes thern late for
a 5:00pm start at Curepe, Tunapuna or Arima. This 15 a major change since
2002 when the largest student numbers were along the East-West Corridor,

For the first time, we were able to start a Begnner class i Couva, We have
always had one or two Beginner students who had to be referred to the
Chaguanas Beginner class, though the traveling was difficult for them We
finally hawve a match of enough students and excellent Beginner tutors.

Unfortunately, there were not enough tutors to continue the morning class at
Pt Fortin Public Library 2o the only current option in Pt. Fortin is the after-
noon class at Egypt Willage. 5t Helena Lihrary and the new wenues
proposed at Cedros and Maloney (our third atterapt) failed to attract enough
students.

LITERACY AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

ALTA students and tutors once again gave great testimonies i interviews on
hoth TV and radio - CHC 3, NCC TV, TVE, Synergy, [ETV, Gayelle, WIN
TV, Radio Trinhagn, Heritage, 98 1 Izaac The Promise, 102, Heattheat 103
WACK 90.1 and 91.1 fin. Thanks to tutors Jenmfer Pierre, Maureen Baldeo,
Brenda De Silva, Janice Ferreira and Hetty Sanjeant.

Four male students, two of whom were beginners,
braved the spotlight and spoke very well One beginner,
Moel Bemammin, deserves special mention for unhesitat-
ingly saying ‘yes’ to last minute mterviews and resched-
uling his work day to suit. Extra thanks also to Lewel 3
graduate Lovena Gokool, who was always willing to
spealk about her ALTA experience and did thiz 20 expertly (and well- dressed)
that she was tnistaken by some for a tutor!

We had hoped to get more features in the press, particularly sice we stressed
that thiz year was our 15 Anmversary. The Cuardian did publish a wery
good interview with a female student, Gerald D" Abreaw, and the Express had
an atticle on ALTA with quates from a male student.

On August 27, the Express ran an editorial headlined 15 Vears of Crucial
ALTA Crusade”. This stated: “Reading and sunple comprehension is the life-
blood at the heart of an ndividual’s zense of self-esteem. .. The volunteers
and programme operators of ALTA need all the praise and support they can
get. The society owes them a huge debt of grattude. Above this though,
thoze corporate citizens who support the programme must also be com-
mended and encouraged to stay the course Others should feel a duty to join
thizs crusade. But the Ministry of Education must shake itself out of its
slumber of indifference. . into action and partnership with this programme.”

speaker announcements and did not run as many newspapere
ads. Thanks to ALGICO, Beacory, Powergen and T&TEC for—{, ™
sponsoring ads and to those who put up flyers and gave out N
information concerning the classes.

Thanks to all who helped with student registration at

MEETING the libraries, especially our library coordinators who
for all class return every vear to their chozen library. Because of
coordinators the relocating of the Chaguanas library, we were not

Nov. 24t allowed to regster students later than 4 pm. Special

Oam thanlez to the Central tutors who sat on the steps of
Belmont the mall from 4 —  pm on both days remgstenng
students. That’s comnutment for youl
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AL 49 TRICKY TERM DATES

., Each ALTA Workhook requires 12 teaching weeks for 24

-/ leszons, so the long first term and very short second term of
) this school year pose a problem.

¢ Term 103 Sep - 14 Dec (15whke14 for ALTA as we start 1wl later)

¢ Term 2: 7 Jan - 21 Mar (11 whs with 1 wk lost to Carnival)

o Term 3.7 Apr - 4 July (13 whks)

For most classes the Dec 14% close of term 15 too near to Christmas to expect

regular attendance. Once December starts, many students have to worls late

and thiz iz compounded by transport difficulties and Christmas tasks, ALTA
recommends:;

# Unless your students agree to buy and begin Bk 2 {Bk 5 for Lev. 3) at the
start of December, we suggest vou close the week ending "™ Dec. The
last class day is of course reserved for the Christmas party.

# If vou do not do 3-4 lessons of Bk 2 i Term 1, tutors and students must
plan to add extra class days (at least 3) or an extra hour on to 6 lessons,
Alzo plan makee-ups for public holidays falling on clazs days.

# It1s NOT an option to leawve out all the Feedhack and Practice lessons or
ask students to do four writing lessons at home.

READING CIRCLE

Atima Boys RC Schoal
Chaguanas Comeosity Centre

Wed 500 to7.00pm
Tues. 400 to 6.00pm

Curepe Holy Saviour AC Echool

Thurs. 500 to 7.00pm

Maparima Gitls High Bchool, San Fido

Tues. & Wed. 4.30to 6 30pm

FPoint Fortin &4 C School

Tues. 400 to 5.00pm

PO3: National Library

Tues. 400 to 6.00pm

ALTA Office, Belmont

hlon. & Wed. 4.00 to 6 .30pm

at. James Library

Fri. 90010 11.00am

Princes Towrn Library

hlon. 4.30 to 5.30pm

Biparia Boys RO School

Thurs. 530 to 7.00pm

Paula conducted a training session for Reading Circle guides on Saturday 6
October which 24 trained and untramed tutors attended. Further sessions wall
he offered so try to recruit more guides to provide the much-needed support

for our students. Emai or call Barnlyn at the South Office,

ALTA Reading Circles are now more structured with more guides, so really
encourage students to make use of this personalized, free reading practice.
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CALL FOR NEW ALTA TUTORS e W

Ewery wear, 100 plus new wolunteer tutors are traned STUDENT
after Easter Interwews for prospectve tutors are in GLASSES
progress, continuing until February 20058, Those who By the end of
have the required time and literacy level then observe & | Tepn 1 syhmit

ALTA classes before they are considered for trainmg, completed green

If you know anyone who is interested in becoming an | form for students
ALTA wolunteer, please ask them to call the relevant with wision prob-
office to tnake an appointment for an  interwiew at lems. Free eye

Belmont (Tues), Arima (Thurs) or San Fernando (Fri). test appointments
Jan-Easter 2003.

NEW POLICY ON MEMBERSHIP

The ALTA Board has decided that membership inh ALTA will he restricted to
certified tutors only. The following clause has been added to the contract
sighed by applicants selected for the ALTA Tutor Training Course;

.1 Onece the Tutor has successfully completed both comp onents of the
tratning, ALTA shall supply the Tutor with a graded certificate and
may mwite the Tutor to hecome a member of ALTA

Thiz means tutors in the first year of teaching do not pay membership dues.

MEW FACES & FACES IN NEW PLACES

Workplace and Arima Manager, Arlene Wallace-Romerno, 15 pursumg a
Cambridge University Masters degree through UTT ower the next vear. She
coptities to coordinate ALTA classes and thanlfully ends every email with
‘keep m touch’, as ALTA wathout Arlene 13 inconcervable! Alana Lynch-
Gomez will continue to staff the Anima Office

In Arlene’s abszence we welcome Maureen Baldeo, tutor and former board
member, as our Workplace Manager Call her at Belmont if interested in
contract ALTA teaching as she has been getting lots of calls!

In the Morth, we welcome Isha O'Brien as our new data entry clerk
replacing Laurel O°MNeil In the South, we say a sad goodbye to coordinator,
Matasha Johnson, who will he migrating to the U5 in early Mowvember Her
loss will be felt as she iz s0 good with both students and tutors, ensunng that
all are satizfied.

iw & —
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NEW LOOK SOUTH OFFICE

The south office haz new carpets (donated hy bpTT), new
matching green pamt on the walls, new kettle and tea
supplies (all donated by tutor Sharada Hosein), new notice
hoard - thanks to a group of faithful South tutors,

Matasha Johnson, Myrna Jones and Olive Brizan assisted wath the laying of
carpet and redecorating Matasha's hushand, Anim, did the painting and
helped with other work, We zay a sincere thank you to him. The teamn stayed
until 9pm to finish the painting All this in addition to wolunteering waith
ALTA There are many good people i this world!

15" ANNIVERSARY ALTA T-SHIRTS

We have a large stock of T-Shirts in a variety of colours and sizes - a chance
for eatly, hassle-free Christrnas shoppingl

Since many totors expressed a preference for polos, we have ordered sleeve-
less polos, ladies polos with sleeves and men’s polos. The ladies polos wath
sleeves are quite small fitting (even 33{L) so tutors may prefer to take a size
S Men's polo. Please note that XL scooped-neck fitted jerseys and L sleev-
less polos were NOT availahle.

TSTT WALK FOR LITERACY

TSTT has planned a Walk for Literacy and mwited ALTA to he part of this.
Sat. 8" Dec 7-8am: Wallkk around the Savannah finishing at TSTT carpark,
109 5t Vincent Street. From 9am: Readings by Eintou Springer, presenta-
tion by Arts in Action; displays by hook stores, ALTA and other agencies.

Registration (includes T-shirt & gift bag): Adult $30 Child under 12 $20
DONATIONS RECEIVED & REQUIRED j

Recewed: . ¥

# B Energy Fund (through FEEL), Scotiabank, EBTT, FCS .
Mitrogen and Phoenix Parle Gas contributed to funding specific projects.

¢ TETT installed high-speed internet at Belmont free of charge and granted
ALTA residential rather than corporate rates - a big dollar difference!

+ TTFast donated 2,000 pre-paid envelopes.

Required:
+ Computers - ALTA has not bought a new computer since 2000 and our
aged machines are on the verge of expiring
+ Renovations to and repainting of Beltmont office
» HMew ALTA sign & hanner
]

SPECIAL PROJECTS

Prison Programme Two years after our proposal was submitted, funding
was received m August from the Mintstry of Mational Securtty to resume the
prison progravme. ALTA had halted supplies of ALTA materials to prisons
from Apnil, hut we are now hack in prison

hpTT Mayaro Literacy Improvement Project MNow in itz third year, this
project has heen streamlined to make maximum use of scarce tutor resources.
From July 9 to Aug. 24, 2007, seven tutors delivered an intense daily ALTA
programmme across 4 levels at the Mayaro Resource Centre. The programme
was attended by 42 students, both from schools and the community. 4 new
and welcome feature was bpTT 2 provision of bus tickets for Guaya students,
The mazxis for Kernahan students were continued and worked well

ALTA classes resumed at 3 venues for thiz academic year. The ALTA class
at Kernahan Pentecostal Church (Mayaro) has been closed due to wenue
problems and absent students during the harvest season in Term 2. Since this
wortked well i the July-Aug programme, bpTT provides transport for
Eernahan students to the ALTA class at Mayaro Resource Centre.

Expenienced ALTA tutors deliver the ALTA Programme to \_{;/f

students at Mayaro Comp., Guaya High and Servol Mayaro JLC.

TEACHING MATERIALS

Level 3 A Programme DIMarise Warner and Paula Lucie-Srith are worling
o1 a tnajor revision of the first Lewel 3 programme zo that it better matches
the new B programme. It 15 now being piloted in three classes

Bk 1, Level 2 A Programme has heen updated to include Hurnicane Ivan m
the hurricane lesson.

T&T LITERACY RATE NOT OVER 90%
GUARDIAN Thu Sep 13, 2007 Letiers io the Editor

[ refer to the article reporting on the Moms for Literacy conference, pg 38
Saturday Guardian, Sept & Paragraph 4 states: "The latest statistics m 2005
gquoted by the Adult Literacy Tutors Association indicate that TET has a
literacy rate of 959"

This is maccurate on two counts. First, there are no walid *latest .-r_;,g-.’

statistics i 20057 for literacy m TET as only a survey can givelm— - L
accurate data on literacy. The only Mational Literacy Surveys in 5 =4 S
T&T were done by ALTA (1994) and UWI (1995), which 12800
showed that just 45% of the adult population could read and <%, {r '
understand a newspaper article, such as this letter. The surveys LN
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agreed that 22-23% of the adult population could read and write so little
that it hinders their everyday activities (180,000 people).

Secondly, the Adult Literacy Tutors Association (ALTA) has \

never given any credibility to statistics claming a 95% lter- -
acy rate i T&T. Indeed, for 15 vears we have been saying the

oppositel We have taken every oppotrtunity to refute the oft-

quated, false claim that T&T s literacy rate 18 owver 90%

The Literacy Awareness Conference seems to accept the literacy rate of 95%
given in the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIZ) 2005 data on T&T
Where do UNESCO statistics come from? The footnote to the UIS report

gives this as national censuses or surveys.

For T&T, the two literacy surveys have never heen reflected m UNESCO
statistics, even though the UWTI survey conducted by the Institute of Social
and Economic Research was part-funded by UNESCO. The UN Human De-
velopment Report admits that the *Human Development Report Office 15 pri-
matily a user, not a producer, of statistice” Cleatly, there iz no difference
hetween UNESCO and TT Gowernment stats on literacy, and it 12 open to
question whether the government 15 interested i accurate literacy statistics.

Interestingly, the 2005 Human Development Report warns, ‘Because defin-
tions and data collection methods wary across countries, literacy estitnates
should be used with caution The UIS. . is actively pursung an alternative
methodology for measunng literacy, the Literacy Assessment and Moritor-
g Programme (LAMP).”

Currently, the T&T literacy rate is merely a reflection of the ratin of the
primary-age population whao are in school, the assuwmnption heing that school-
g equates literacy. A look at SEA results should be all vou need to negate
this. If not, consider that almost all students at ALTA s classes have attended
primary school, and some have gone all the way through secondary schoal.

The 1934 & 95 MNational Literacy Surveys stand as the only true picture of
literacy i TET. Although they were conducted over a decade ago, it iz
unlikely that a new survey would rewveal much change, and any change may
i fact he negative. Perhaps UWI may want to update their survey. With no
government funding, ALTA s funds are directed to addressing literacy needs,
rather than documenting them,

In any case, the exact iteracy rate 15 unimportant. What 15 tmportant 15 first,
to make literacy a prionty in schools and all community projects; second, to
wnplement effective literacy programmes in hoth,

ALTA iz an effective literacy programme for both teens and adults,
If you know someone who can't read this letter, encourage them to
call 624 ALTA Paula Lucie-Smith, ALTA Founder/CEQ
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